Thank you, Rewire! Once again and always!
Safecity is committed to making our spaces safer for children, and in this quest, we have been
supported by incredible partners and friends like you. Since September 2016, along with our
community based campaigns, college programs, awareness workshops with adults among others,
we’ve worked actively with children, families and stakeholders in strengthening child protection
and the systems surrounding it. We have a collective responsibility in not only building
awareness but also coming together to make this safer world a reality, where a child is always
smiling and beaming, for what else can give us joys that can match those innocent smiles.

We’ve reached out to more than 1500 children and families since September 2016 with a
dedicated commitment to counter child sexual abuse, escalate awareness on the grave intensity of
the issue, have conversations on safe spaces for children and also make everyone involved aware
of the rights of the children and laws protecting them. In this we have hoped to create safe
inclusive spaces for children.
For this, we organized workshops in communities and in schools. We reached out directly to
children, their families, teaching and non-teaching faculty and also involved stakeholders like the
Police, political representatives at the neighborhood level and formal systems like the Municipal
corporation to make spaces accessed by children safer. Basing our work on action and

participation, we made all the efforts we could to scale this movement across neighborhoods in
the city of New Delhi to break the barriers, structural and social, that put our children at risks
unimaginable and yet created by us, members of the society.
Our outreach, an overview











We organized awareness workshops in government schools in the low-income
neighborhoods of Delhi where close to 500 children participated. We followed this up
with workshops for 20 teachers of the schools. These workshops were very well received
by the children as well as the school management who assured us to continue this dialog
on children’s protection with parents and incoming students. These workshops are
extremely important as it’s one of those rare and only opportunities in these schools
where we can make our children aware and conscious in a friendly and sensitive way, it
might be that only chance a child and we get through all of their coming years in school
to talk about this. It’s unfortunate how many schools restrict such workshops and as
Safecity we work tirelessly to secure permissions to organize such programs in schools.
But there is definite hope when school teachers and principals in their personal capacity
reach out to us requesting us these workshops.
We conducted two specially designed workshops for University students on
strengthening their involvement on creating equitable spaces for children and coming
forward as active contributors, collaborators and actors in the movement for children’s
safety. The intention of these workshops was to make adults who have very recently
transitioned from school to the university active participants in the space of children’s
rights.
We conducted awareness programs for children and their families in three low income
neighborhoods of Delhi- Dwarka, Dakshinpuri and Sanjay Camp. Through workshops,
community events, film screenings, door-to-door campaigning, and art-based
interventions, we engaged with the community to talk about the most difficult issues
concerning children, sought collective participation in making personal and public spaces
safer for children and bringing families together to eliminate all forms of violence against
our precious little ones.
We conducted an extensive training & capacity building program for more than 40 frontline workers to better equip them with resources and knowledge against child sexual
abuse, support mechanisms available for them, the legislation that protects children, and
understanding our huge responsibility towards children in ensuring they are safe.
On children’s day, we spent our day celebrating the beautiful essence of the day with
families in Dakshinpuri and Sanjay Camp where close to 300 children and their families
came forward to understand rights of children as explained by the children themselves
and a special film to understand what child sexual abuse is, that it is never a child’s fault
and that it is most important to break our silence and raise our voices against abuse.
In the last few months, we also reached out to close to 550 mothers exclusively to talk to
them about child sexual abuse, the signs to look out for, the laws that protect children and
use this space to discuss the challenges we face and how can we go about having timely
and effective conversations with our children, how can we create that safety net and how

best to ensure that the rights of our children are protected despite the social and structural
barriers of violence and oppression that shackle us.

Why we can’t stop doing what we are doing
This is the story of a 13-year old beautiful little girl studying in Sarvodya Vidyalaya, a
government school in the low-income neighborhood of Bawana. This is also the story of
why Komal, a teacher in the same school reached out to Safecity to help her in taking a
strong message to all the girls of her school- “It’s not our fault, it’s not our destiny, and
we must break our silence.” This little girl was raped for many years by her own father,
what her mother had was the awareness of this reality, what she did not was the
willingness to stand up against it, to give her daughter the smiles she deserved, the safety
she should have been assured and the warmth she craved. The little girl confided in one
of her teachers at school who sought help for her from the child welfare committee
(CWC). After a grueling investigation that exposed the hollowness of the laws that
protect a child’s every right, the father was convicted. The mother broken by this
separation from her husband, who raped her daughter every night, pushed the little girl
into sex work. She stopped coming to school, her teachers and friends had no idea where
she was and after extensive efforts of trying to break through the many barriers the
mother laid around her and them, the school’s management intervened and got the police
and CWC involved again. She is safe and in a happier place now, she attends school once
again. This story broke Komal’s heart and it did the same to ours, she reached out to us to
conduct awareness workshops for these girls who come from settings we can’t imagine
but what we do know is that it is our responsibility to protect them however we can.

Our children face many dangers, threats and vulnerabilities on a daily basis, we can’t
even fathom the harsh realities so many of them are growing up in. Not always children
have opportunities to understand these dangers or meet the people who care about them

or to know how they can seek help, how they can keep themselves safe and how so many
of those questions that buzz in their head, sometimes a whisper and sometimes loud
cluttering, have answers to them. These workshops are one of those ways where we can
reach out to them and they can to us, where we can make our children and their teachers
aware and conscious.

One of the students who attended our workshop came back to us at the end of the
workshop and said “thank you for coming all the way to our school, we know it was very
far for you, we now know what sexual abuse is, what violence is, and that we don’t have
to accept it no matter what our families say because that is what they say- accept it, it is
but a girl’s fate”
Another student during the session told us how she absolutely hates coming to school
because of the comments that are hurled at her, the people who have followed her, and
the several stares that just wouldn’t lower, something about the workshop encouraged an
idea in her and she now wants to bring students together to form a street-play group and
take their learnings outside the school boundaries too.
One of the teachers of a primary school reached out to us just as we were leaving for our
next workshop, what she said stirred something in us- “we teachers care but sometimes
we are busy, we are caught up in a schedule, we miss out on the worrying-signs or a
signal for help a child may be sending out to us, thank you for making us realize yet
again that come what may, we can’t fail our children, we can’t shatter their trust in us and
we must do everything we can do to ensure they are safe.”

At the end of every workshop, we always have children eager to talk to us, they ask
questions, share stories, give us beautiful thank-you notes, and we make sure we’re able
to give them the time they need by fixing up follow-up sessions whenever needed, having
exclusive sessions with the teachers and encouraging them to take the message further to
the families during parent teacher meetings.

Major highlights of the last few months

50 girls from a school in Dakshinpuri partcipated in our
awareness workshop agaisnt sexual harassment in
September, since then they have reached out to 200 other
children taking the message forward. Children are natural
leaders!

When we share brochures with children in the schools, we
divide them into groups where we spend time
understanding every detail of the brochure. Information is
best absorbed when shared and when we learn together!

When we reached out to a school in Dakshinpuri, the Principal told us
it's on us how we mobilize the children for these workshops and
where we do it. We thought we had a tedious job without the school's
overall support but as soon as we started speaking to the girls playing
in the corridor, little did we know how they would go on to mobilize
70 other girls and in the absence of a classroom would offer their
corridor for the workshop and in the unavailbility of a slot, they'll give
up their lunchbreak for our session.

All these beautiful girls have been volunteering with Safecity for over a
year now. The commitment has been unwavering and constant. These
girls managed the Safecity stall at the Gender Mela organized by our
partner in Sanjay Camp. With great confidence, they spoke to everyone
who came by the stall, including the Counselor of their area. Through a
series of interventions, social and systemic, these girls have worked
around their slum Sanjay Camp to make it safer.

Sexual violence and gender discrimination has serious
consequences across genders and age groups, we make
conscious efforts in involving boys in bringing the change we
undoubtedly need towards a fair and inclusive society.

Shobha Ji works with the Mahila Panchayat (a community
set up registered with the Delhi Commission for Women to
address cases of violence against women). She has
volunteered on several occasions to build awareness on
the rights of the children and the laws that protect them.

The gender mela organized in the slums of Sanjay Camp was a huge success in
terms of its outreach and wide ranging issues that were addressed. People in
hundreds came together in solidarity to celebrate the spirit of community action
despite hours of raining and thunderstorm, it almost felt like we should cancel the
event, but the community's will overpowered the limitations of the weather.
These events play a pertinent role in taking the message wide and across.

This workshop in a government school was a result of the absolute dedication of a
teacher who went against all odds to organize this workshop, she faced resistance
and was almost terminated when she took a child sexual abuse case to court earlier
this year, but she stood her ground and since then has been committed to ensure
every child is safe and protected., this workshop request was one of her many
initiatives this year in her school.

Most children in this group had never been to a police station and they had no idea
where it is. Through concerted efforts, we organized a visit to the police station where
Police officers explained what happens in cases involving children, who does a child
reach out to at a station if they are in a threatened situation, and what does a police
station look like. Through a very engaging and interactive process, the Police officers on
duty made sure they answered the many questions children asked and also pledged
their commitment to ensuring children are safe always.

Through mapping exercises, children mark the spaces they feel are safe
and unsafe and through these interactive exercises, they design action
plans to make these unsafe spots safer. Very recently, they got the street
lights fixed in their neighborhood. In another neighborhood, children
designed a plan of action to make public parks safer for children as they
realized that most little children come unaccompanied to these parks.

Our campaign volunteers who helped us organize
the children's day event in two neighborhoods
and helped us reach out to close to 500 children
and families through this.

Children explaining their rights through songs
and poems.

Safety is their right and we have a
responsibilty to ensure that their
rights are always protected.

Children explaining their rights
through a beautiful song to the
gathering on children's day!

Community gathering in one of the neighborhoods on children's day! At a community gathering, a
father came forward and he told us he knew his child was being sexually abused but he was too scared
to act, he did not want to break his family, we spent rest of the evening talking to him about how
brutally unfair it is to the child, the life-long conequences it may have on the growing child, and how
we can't fail our children in this killing silence. This makes it even more important for us to reach out to
as many children as we can, we don't know who is failing them, but if they knew they had all the help
they'll need, they'll probably never suffocate in that silence.

Children's day celebration in the community. Knowing our rights has a
strength no words can describe! When a child memorizes the child helpline
number and keeps repeating it in the workshop to confirm they remember
it, we can't deny that these systems are needed for a child's uninhibited
access if they are in a threatening/vulnerable situation.

We conducted a specially designed workshop for university
students studying human & child development. These students
as a mandate under their course volunteer with children's rights
based organizations. Through this workshop, we discussed with
them the nuances of working with children, the best practices,
resources that we can use and things we MUST know when
we're engaging with children! Even today, these students call us
whenever they are in a tricky spot or when they have a story to
share and it warms our hearts always!

Boys
explaining
sexual
harassment to
other boys
through role
plays. The idea
was
conceptualized
by boys as a
tool to have
meaningful
afterconversations.

There are so many children to reach out to, and realizing it, we've been
training staff members of our partner organizations to conduct awareness
workshops with children in a sensitive way, ensuring no damage is done.
There are survivors in the groups, there are children who are still facing
abuse and so many times they've come forward with their stories at the
end of the workshops, they've cried their hearts out. In that very moment,
we need to be trained responsibly to know what to do next, we ensure
that through our child counselors who have been legally appointed by the
governement under child welfare committees, we are always doing the
right thing in the best interest of the child.

We conducted an extensive training & capacity building program for more than 40
front-line workers to better equip them with resources and knowledge against child
sexual abuse, support mechanisms available for them, the legislation that protects
children and understanding our huge responsibility towards children in ensuring they
are safe. So many of our participants that day shared heartbreaking stories of the
sexual abuse they faced as a child, of domestic violence, of cases where they failed
children by not acting; we pledged our voices to this cause that day, yet again.

We organized a workshop for more than 500 mothers in collaboration with Army
Association- Delhi Cantonment and a partner not-for-profit. This was the first time that
child sexual abuse was openly talked about on the cantonment in a formal setting, and
we were stumped at how interactive and responsive the entire group was despite the
size of the gathering. Several mothers reached out to us with furrowed brows asking so
many questions and sharing even more concerns. We'll be doing more workshops with
the fathers and the children in the coming days.

A 12-year old was sexually abused by her step father, she ran away from home and took refuge at her
relatives only to be abused domestically by them. The trauma was all over her face, she stopped
talking, smiling and even looking up. Through days of counseling, when she finally spoke, she cried for
hours straight, she is now in a shelter home, moving on, she is healing. Everyone talked about this
case for days in Sanjay Camp, a mother from the neighbhorhood then reached out to us requesting us
to conduct workshops with her friends, who are also mothers. She organized the workshop in her
one-room accomodation. This is what takes the work we all do far and beyond any metric.

Urgency on this issueMinistry of Women and Child Development (MWCD) released a study report on child abuse.
The report discusses incidence of child abuse nationwide. It is estimated that 150 million girls
and 73 million boys under 18 have been subjected to forced sexual intercourse or other forms of
sexual violence.
While great awareness has been raised about sexual violence against women in India, much less
is known about the problem of sexual abuse of children. Studies suggest that more than 7,200
children, including infants, are raped every year; experts believe that many more cases go
unreported, and in more than 70% cases a person known to the child is involved.
In May 2012, India’s parliament took a major step by passing the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act. Under the law, all forms of child sexual abuse are now specific criminal
offenses for the first time ever in India. Before the new law, different forms of abuse had to be
prosecuted under a patchwork of different laws often designed for different purposes, and their
uncertain applicability to individual cases of child abuse created obstacles to prosecution. For
example, it was not clear whether any law covered non-penetrative sexual acts committed against
boys. The new law also establishes guidelines for the police and courts to deal with victims
sensitively and provides for the setting up of specialist child courts. There is hope that, taken
together, these measures will encourage more victims and their families to step forward, and
result in more successful prosecutions. These are welcome initiatives, but will only make a
difference if they are implemented. Experience in India shows that while good laws and policies
can be adopted by the central government, implementation is frequently a challenge. An earlier
law has in fact already provided for the setting up of courts for the “speedy trial of offenses
against children.” But six years later, only the Delhi state government has begun the process of
establishing one. Implementation problems have also hindered other attempts to improve the
protection of children. The goal of the Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS), an ambitious
nationwide scheme launched in 2009, was to strengthen existing child protection measures, and
create new ones, such as a network of district level social workers. But the government admits
that the scheme has been slow to get off the ground. According to its own figures, only four of
India's 28 states spent the money they were allocated by the central government during the first
three years of the scheme.
Official crime records are also indicative of how serious a problem this is. In response to the
widely-reported rape and murder of a 23-year old student in New Delhi in December 2012, the
UN resident coordinator in India and the UNICEF representative issued a joint statement calling
for better protection of women and girls against sexual violence. “It is alarming that too many of
these cases are children. One in three rape victims is a child. More than 7,200 children,
including infants are raped every year.
We need to prevent violence and for that we need to make all the efforts we can, the time is
now!

Thank you, Rewire!
Our true chance at making this world a better and safer one for our children is stepping up and
stepping in, it’s when we come forward and do all that we can, can we imagine a world that will
be ideal for all our children. We at Safecity are going to continue working in this direction and
we can’t go on without thanking each one of you for all the support you have extended to us time
and again.

If there were things that could bring us so much joy, smiling faces of happy children will be right
at the top of that list. We thank our dear friends for supporting us in the work we do, we deeply
appreciate the belief you vest in us and it is always encouraging to know that there are people
who are backing you, ready to take care of you and walk with you on this journey.
Thank you, Rewire for always supporting us! Your love and support gives us immense
strength! Hugs from all of us at Safecity!

