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‘Ignorance of the Law excuses no man from practising it’

Laws protect our general safety. They provide structure and guidelines on what
is considered permissible behaviour and what is not. It is the rule of law that gives
a society the protection from chaos and anarchy that would inevitably arise if
there were no rules. Legislature & the laws of our country are great, but how
many of us actually know these laws? Is it due to the technical language used?

Complexities can always be ironed out and made simple by widening our linear
perspectives with a cartoon complexion. We all know that cartoons have a
certain element that bring in a burst of joy, pleasure and at the same time an
experience of an “aha” moment in the mind.

Hence to simplify the understanding of the Indian laws, Red Dot FoundationSafecity along with The Indian School of Design and Innovation, Nappinai and
Co., Advocates, supported by the Consulate General of Canada in Mumbai cohosted a creative and fun workshop - Laws Through Cartoons on 6th July 2019
at ISDI, Mumbai from 10am - 2pm.

Modules included in the workshop were from The POCSO & POSH Acts,
Indecent Representation of Women (Prevention), Equal Remuneration & Cyber
crimes under the Information Technology Acts, FIR & IPC.

Participants were from varied backgrounds, age groups and genders who used
their imagination and talent to create character-design to develop their own
comics on their chosen thematic area in women’s rights.

The activities were fun for both; the ones creating the art and also for the
viewers. Although guidance was offered by two sets of experts; Nappinai & Co.
on the laws, & ISDI on the artistic side, this was the 1st time a workshop of such
was held in Mumbai and might we say, there was an encore from the audience
for similar workshops in the future.

Something to laugh out loud & ponder on..yet with a pan-optical learning.
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Sexual Harassment

‘Sexual Harassment’ includes such unwelcome sexually determined behavior

(whether directly or by implication) as:

* Physical contact and advances
* A demand or request for sexual favours;
* Sexually coloured remarks;
* Showing pornography;
* Any other unwelcome physical, verbal or non-verbal
conduct of sexual nature.
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Cyberstalking is the use of the internet or other electronic means to

stalk or harass an individual, group, or organization

Provision: Indian Penal Code - Section 354

Any man who—follows a woman and contacts, or attempts to
contact such woman; to foster personal interaction repeatedly
despite a clear indication of disinterest by such woman, or monitors
the use by a woman of the internet, email or any other form of
electronic communication, commits the offence of stalking.
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Provision: The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act 2013

Sexual Harassment at workplace is considered a violation of women’s
right to equality, life and liberty. (articles 14, 15 & 21 of the Constitution)

Hence the Supreme Court formulated the act to provide protection against
sexual harassment at the workplace and for the prevention and redressal.

If you are harassed:

Tell the harasser to STOP.
Keep a record with details.
File a complaint with your company Internal Committee.
You can file a complaint with the police.
Report as soon as possible.
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Publishing or transmitting obscene material in electronic form

Provision: Section 67 of the Information Technology Act, 2000

Whoever publishes or transmits or causes to be published in the electronic form,
any material which is lascivious, or
appeals to the prurient interest, or

if its effect is such as to tend to deprave and corrupt persons who are likely,
having regard to all relevant circumstances, to read, see or hear the matter
contained or embodied in it.

9

LAWS THROUGH

CARTOONS

10

LAWS THROUGH

CARTOONS

Voyeurism / Revenge Porn

Voyeurism is defined as an interest in observing unsuspecting
people while they undress, are naked, or engage in sexual
activities.

Revenge porn or revenge pornography is the distribution of sexually
explict images or video of individuals without their permission.

Provision: Indian Penal Code - Section 354C

Any man who watches,

or captures the image of a woman engaging in a private act in
circumstances where she would usually have the expectation of not
being observed;

either by the perpetrator or by any other person at the behest of the
perpetrator or
disseminates such image.

“Private act” includes an act of watching carried out in a place which, in
the circumstances, would reasonably be expected to provide privacy
and where the victim’s genitals, posterior or breasts are exposed or
covered only in underwear;

or the victim is using a lavatory; or the victim is doing a sexual act that
is not of a kind ordinarily done in public.

Where the victim consents to the capture of the images or any act, but
not to their dissemination to third persons and where such image or
act is disseminated, such dissemination shall be considered an offence
under this section.
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A Police Complaint can be filed by

The person against whom the offence has been committed, i.e. Victim;
By a person who has knowledge that an offence has been committed, i.e
Family member, friend, acquaintance, etc;
By a person who has witnessed the commission of the offence, i.e. A
Witness.

Details to be covered in a Police Complaint

Details of an offence can be made in Writing / Orally or Online;

Complaints must include:

Details of the victim, details of the perpetrator of the crime,
time & place of commission of the offence,

Detailed description of the offence, details of witnesses if any,

Details of evidence, if any, at the crime scene (physical or digital).

Where can a Police Complaint be filed

Police Complaints may be filed in the local jurisdiction where the
Complainant resides or where the offence was committed;
Criminal Complaints and Cyber Crime complaints can now be filed at every
Police Station.

E-Complaints / E-FIR: in Mumbai, Delhi, Jhaharkand, Tamil Nadu, Odisha,
Patna.

Emergency Helpline 112
Women’s Helpline (Police) 1091
Childline 1098
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Mr. Etienne Lambert - Key Note Speaker
Ms. Moumita Sanan - Guest Speaker
Ms. Tania Echaporia - Facilitator (Red Dot Foundation)
Mr. Jai Ranjit - Facilitator (ISDI)
Ms. NoelleAnn Park - Facilitator(Nappinai Co & Associates)
Ms. Tanvi Annappareddy - Assisting Facilitator
Ms. Nikita Mary Abraham - Assisting Facilitator
Ms. Manali Naik - Assisting Facilitator
Ms. Rukaiya Vohra - Assisting Facilitator
Ms. Jayita Phulsunge - Participant
Mr. Tushar Shiva Marshal - Participant
Mr. Rohan Wakode - Participant
Mr. Sanjog Wakode - Participant
Mr. Akshay Kamble - Participant
Adv. Satish D. Kasbe - Participant
Ms. Rashmi Udeshi - Participant
Ms. Anushree Singh - Participant
Ms. Rashmi Udeshi - Participant
Mr. Ashish Haralalka - Participant
Mr. Akash Upase - Participant
Ms. Sneha Visaria - Participant
Ms. Marissa Borges - Organising committee
Ms. Renita Siqueira - Participant and Organising committee
Ms. Priya Tiwari - Participant and Organising committee
Mr. Amit Roy - Graphic Designer
Mr. Abhinav Malik - Graphic Designer (Student at Uttar Pradesh
Institute of Design, Noida)
Ms. Supreet K Singh & Ms. Elsa D’Silva (Red Dot Foundation)

Learning the Law Through Cartoons
And Creating Awareness

